
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

FIVE PUBLISHERS JOIN HISTORIC LAWSUIT AGAINST THE STATE OF IOWA,  
CHALLENGING BOOK BANNING PROVISIONS OF SENATE FILE 496 

 
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE JOINED BY HACHETTE BOOK GROUP, HARPERCOLLINS 
PUBLISHERS, MACMILLAN PUBLISHERS, SIMON & SCHUSTER, AND SOURCEBOOKS  

 

(New York, April 15, 2024)—Five publishers join the lawsuit against the State of Iowa and the book-banning 
provisions of Senate File 496 (SF496), a historic challenge to protect the right to publish and read books. 
Hachette Book Group, HarperCollins Publishers, Macmillan Publishers, Simon & Schuster, and Sourcebooks will 
join Penguin Random House alongside the Iowa State Education Association (ISEA); four renowned authors 
whose books have been removed in Iowa school and classroom libraries—Laurie Halse Anderson (Speak and 
Shout), John Green (Looking for Alaska and The Fault in Our Stars), Malinda Lo (Last Night at the Telegraph 
Club and A Scatter of Light), and Jodi Picoult (Nineteen Minutes); three educators; and a high school student. 
  
Shortly after the lawsuit was filed, U.S. District Court Judge Stephen Locher blocked the state from enforcing 

the law. The injunction marked an early victory for the plaintiffs and came just days before penalties for 

violating the law—which targets librarians, educators, and school districts—were set to go into effect. 

In response to Iowa’s appeal, the plaintiffs filed a brief in the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals in opposition to 
the state’s efforts to overturn the preliminary injunction. The core argument presented in the plaintiffs’ brief 
is that the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment protects the right of students to read and authors to 
be read in school and classroom libraries. 
 
Hachette Book Group, HarperCollins Publishers, Macmillan Publishers, Simon & Schuster and Sourcebooks 
issued a joint statement: “We as publishers are uniting in our unwavering commitment to stand with educators, 
librarians, students, authors, and readers against the unconstitutional censorship measures being imposed by 
the state of Iowa. The alarming rise of book bans across the country demands our collective action. Now, more 
than ever, we must stand firmly with our authors and readers to defend the fundamental right to read and the 
freedom of expression.” 
 
About Iowa Senate File 496 
SF 496 was enacted in May 2023 and prohibits books containing any description or depiction of a “sex act”—
regardless of context—from Iowa school and classroom libraries, covering students all the way through twelfth 
grade. SF 496 also prohibits books relating in any way to gender identity or sexual orientation from school and 
classroom libraries for students through sixth grade. Both provisions encompass fiction and non-fiction alike. 
Books that were removed from libraries as a result of SF 496 included widely beloved and celebrated titles such 
as: Beloved, by Toni Morrison; Song of Solomon, by Toni Morrison; The Bluest Eye, by Toni Morrison; Ulysses, 
by James Joyce; As I Lay Dying, by William Faulkner; Forever. . . , by Judy Blume; Push: A Novel, by Sapphire; 
The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood; 1984, by George Orwell; Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley, and 
Native Son by Richard Wright. 
 
 

https://www.wsj.com/us-news/education/penguin-random-house-authors-sue-iowa-officials-over-school-book-ban-7fcc3ec7?mod=Searchresults_pos1&page=1
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/education/2023/12/29/iowa-book-ban-injunction-law-senate-file-496-school-libraries-books-gender-identity-sexuality/72061486007/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/education/2023/12/29/iowa-book-ban-injunction-law-senate-file-496-school-libraries-books-gender-identity-sexuality/72061486007/
https://randomhouse.app.box.com/folder/259009675186?s=cvjm629bsh5qfdsmj1b30c6k9co4cg36


 
The plaintiffs are represented in the lawsuit by ArentFox Schiff LLP and Weinhardt Law.  
 
Penguin Random House first filed the lawsuit against Iowa on November 30, 2023, and is also a plaintiff in a 
lawsuit filed with PEN America in Escambia County School District and School Board (FL) over 
unconstitutional book bans.   
 
Contacts:  
Claire von Schilling, EVP & Director Corporate Communications & Social Responsibility 
Penguin Random House | cvonschilling@penguinrandomhouse.com  
 
Dominique Cimina, SVP Publicity, Corporate Communications, & Author Brand Strategy 
Random House Children’s Books | 212-782-9314; dcimina@penguinrandomhouse.com  

 
###  
 
Penguin Random House, the world’s largest trade book publisher, is dedicated to its mission to ignite a universal passion 
for reading by creating books for everyone. The company, which employs more than 10,000 people globally, is owned by 
Bertelsmann. With more than 300 imprints and brands on six continents, Penguin Random House comprises adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction print and digital English, German, and Spanish-language trade book publishing 
businesses in more than 20 countries worldwide. With over 16,000 new titles and more than 700 million print, audio, 
and eBooks sold annually, Penguin Random House’s publishing lists include more than 80 Nobel Prize laureates and 
hundreds of the world’s most widely read authors.  
 
Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading U.S. general-interest book publisher made up of dozens of esteemed imprints 

within the publishing groups Basic Books Group, Grand Central Publishing, Hachette Audio, Hachette Books, Hachette 

Nashville, Little, Brown and Company, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, Orbit, Running Press Group, and Workman 

Publishing. We also provide custom distribution, fulfillment, and sales services to other publishing companies. Our books 

and authors have received the Pulitzer Prize, National Book Award, Caldecott Medal, Newbery Medal, Booker Prize, 

Nobel Peace Prize and other major honors. We are committed to diversity in our company and our publishing programs, 

and to fostering a culture of inclusion for all our employees and authors. We are proud to be part of Hachette Livre, the 

world’s third-largest trade and educational publisher. 

HarperCollins Publishers is the second largest consumer book publisher in the world, with operations in fifteen 

countries. With more than two hundred years of history and 120+ branded imprints around the world, HarperCollins 

publishes approximately 10,000 new books every year in sixteen languages and has a print and digital catalog of more 

than 200,000 titles. Writing across dozens of genres, HarperCollins authors include winners of the Nobel Prize, the 

Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, and the Man Booker Prize. HarperCollins, 

headquartered in New York, is a subsidiary of News Corp and can be visited online at corporate.harpercollins.com. 

Macmillan Publishers is the U.S. trade division of the Holtzbrinck Publishing Group, a large family-owned media 

company headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany. Its publishing companies include prominent imprints around the world 

that publish a broad range of award-winning books for children and adults in all categories and formats. U.S. publishers 

include Celadon Books, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Flatiron Books, Henry Holt & Company, Macmillan Audio, Macmillan 

Children’s Publishing Group, The St. Martin's Publishing Group, and Tor Publishing Group. In the UK, Australia, India, and 

South Africa, Macmillan publishes under the Pan Macmillan name. The German company, Holtzbrinck Deutsche 

Buchverlage, includes among its imprints S. Fischer, Kiepenheuer & Witsch, Rowohlt, and Droemer Knaur.  

Simon & Schuster, a global leader in general interest publishing, is dedicated to providing the best in fiction and 

nonfiction for readers of all ages, and in all printed, digital and audio formats. Its distinguished roster of authors includes 

many of the world’s most popular and widely recognized writers, and winners of the most prestigious literary honors and 

awards. It is home to numerous well-known imprints and divisions such as Simon & Schuster, Scribner, Atria Books, 

Gallery Books, Adams Media, Avid Reader Press, Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing and Simon & Schuster Audio and 

international companies in Australia, Canada, India and the United Kingdom, and proudly brings the works of its authors 

to readers in more than 200 countries and territories. For more information visit our website at 

www.simonandschuster.com 

Sourcebooks is a thriving entrepreneurial company that brings extraordinary authors to readers in dynamic, data-driven 

ways. We create books that transcend categories and defy odds, and we have been honored with hundreds of national  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/articles/resources-for-everyone/
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/aboutus
http://corporate.harpercollins.com/
https://us.macmillan.com/
http://www.simonandschuster.com/
https://read.sourcebooks.com/


 

bestsellers and awards. We are a company of enthusiastic booklovers passionate about connecting books to readers in 

new and innovative ways. Story by story, book by book, we have changed more than 300 million lives. Join us as we 

change 300 million more. 

ArentFox Schiff LLP  
With more than 600 lawyers and policy professionals, ArentFox Schiff LLP represents corporations, governments, private 

individuals, and trade associations. ArentFox Schiff has offices in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, 

and Washington, DC, and the firm provides strategic legal counsel to clients that range from Fortune 500 corporations 

and start-ups, to trade associations and foreign governments. As one of the most diverse general practice law firms in 

the country, ArentFox Schiff has roots in government service, a focus on legal excellence, and a commitment to the 

administration of justice. ArentFox Schiff has earned the distinction of being considered a premier law firm from The 

American Lawyer, Chambers USA, and Legal 500. 

The Weinhardt Law Firm is a boutique law firm that specializes in the litigation of complex civil and criminal cases. The 

firm has extensive experience in all types of civil and criminal matters, but its attorneys concentrate their practices in 

complex business disputes and the defense of white collar criminal matters. 


